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My name is Ally Rojas. I am honoured and feel 
blessed to represent so many clubs in the last few 
years. All my hard in the court definitely pays me 
off. I am grateful for the experience and 
memories. I am also really excited to tell everyone 

that I have been conferred with the lady athlete of 
the year award. I am a senior level national bronze 
winner. There is always some drama in the game 
but at the end it's worth it. 
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Sean 
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My name is Sean Robertson.  I am 8 years old. I 
belong from Fl, US. I started jiu jitsu when I was 
just 5 year old. My biggest achievement is I have 

not given up so far and fighting till now. My dream 
is to represent my country at international levels. 
I am ready to put all the hard work necessary 



58 |   MARTIAL SPORTS MARTIAL SPORTS   | 7



8 |   MARTIAL SPORTS

Ally 
Rojas 

MARTIAL SPORTS   | 57



56 |   MARTIAL SPORTS

Richard 
Smiddy 

MARTIAL SPORTS   | 9



10 |   MARTIAL SPORTS

Ally 
Rojas 

MARTIAL SPORTS   | 55



54 |   MARTIAL SPORTS

Richard 
Smiddy 

MARTIAL SPORTS   | 11



12 |   MARTIAL SPORTS

Betsy 
Gietek 

MARTIAL SPORTS   | 53

My name is Richard Smiddy, I am 7 years old and 
have a love for jiu-jitsu and wrestling. Training and 
competing is more than just jiu-jitsu for me. Its the 
whole "family" experience. It's a car ride to a new 
gym, tournament or private lesson. It's a hotel out 
of town. It's meeting new kids and training 
partners and coaches. It's eating dinner 
afterwards with those people. I am doing more 

than just training. I am making memories that will 
last. As a 7 year old yes I enjoy winning, but I am 
loving the people I am meeting along the way. You 
can't beat someone who never quits. I am looking 
forward to see my jiu-jitsu life grow. 

Photos Credits: Mom and dad 
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My name is Betsy Gietek. So far I haven't achieved 
much but I am grateful for everything I have got so 
far. Recently I participated in las Vegas open 
network, Nevada. My dream is to improve myself 
and be the best in the business. I am working hard 

to achieve this and I am hopeful to fulfill my 
dreams soon. There are certainly many challenges 
in the way but no challenge is bigger than my 
courage and dreams. 
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My achievements are my ongoing persistent 
training in bjj and recognition of each stripes and 
colour belt I’ve earned along the way. I started bjj 
since April 2022 and have achieved my grey and 
white belt this year in April 2023. I attend 4-5 
days a week sessions of training after school. I’ve 
recently won my first victoria state championship 
competition in my bjj division. I am proud of my 
achievements so far and continuing to learn and 

grow. I’m so grateful to have gotten to cross paths 
with some of the greatest minds on the planet, 
and made great friends along the way with me in 
this journey. And knowing that if I put my 
dedication and discipline into my passion, I can 
achieve my goals and make my dreams into reality 
throughout my journey. 

Photos Credits: Rachel 
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My name is Haifa Lynch. 

I am a Freestyle Wrestler and Brazilian Jiu-
jitsu fighter.I train out of Sydney Wrestling 
Academy.my current Achievements is 
almost every major Grappling 
championship in Australia they include 

ADCC national Champion  

Wrestling National Champion 

NSW State Wrestling Champion  

Iska national Champion 

Iska nsw State Champion  

Brazilian Jiu-jitsu Oceania Champion 

Brazilian Jiu-jitsu NSW State champion 

Brazilian Jiu-jitsu Queensland State 
Champion. 

And over 60 other championships in 
Brazilian Jiu-jitsu and Wrestling. 

My current goals is to compete overseas in 
countries like Japan the USA and Abu 
Dhabi.All of these countries have very 
high quality Grappler and also the junior 
world championships.I believe I am the 
best in the world for my age group and I 
want to prove that.I was born in Samoa 
then moved to Australia with my parents 
at the age of 4.My future goals are to 
become the first Samoan to win the 
Olympics in Wrestling then go on to win 
the black belt world championships in Jiu-
jitsu and become the UFC world 
champion.But ultimately I want to be 
known as the greatest fighter that ever 
lived.My challenges have been finding 
opponents my age so my dad has always 
got me to compete up so I usually 
compete against kids between 2-5 years 
older then me and usually another heavier 
then me.Which is why I believe I have 
become so good at what I do. 

Photos Credits: Haifa Lynch 
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My Name is Raydan, I’m 8 
years old. I have only 
started my bjj journey a 
year ago and I am really 
enjoying it, it’s my passion 
and a lifeskill that I’m 
grateful for. This is only 
the beginning of my 
journey. My dream is to 
accomplish to compete in 
the world championship 
and become a world 
champion one day and 
obtain my bjj black belt 
when I’m older in the 
future. I hope to educate, 
motivate, and inspire 
younger generations 
around the world to 
achieve their dreams.  

My goals are to stay 
resilient, determined, and 
grow my passion. Train 
hard and put 100% effort 
to accomplish gold in all 
my upcoming 
competitions. Stay 
motivated and recognise 
the progress I’m making 
with earning each 
promotion stripe along 
the way. To be discipline 
and persistent in endless 
training to obtain my 
future belts. 

My challengers are not 
being afraid to take new 
challenges, have a 
confident mindset and 
courage to compete with 
other experienced 
competitors in bjj 
tournaments, face and 
overcome any challenging 
situation in the real world 
and self improvement to 
focus on improvising my 
skills and techniques in bjj 
and be better than I was 
yesterday. 
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My name is Jaffrey Bright. I am 
really excited and honoured to 
get featured in the magazine. I 
have been trying something like 
this since long. I have always 

been a hungry yet 
compassionate player. I always 
give my best in the game. Still, if 
I loose i don't loose my 
confidence and self motivation. 

Rather, I cheer up myself. i enjoy 
doing my training and that is the 
most important thing to me. 
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My Name is Max and I am 10 years old. I live in 
New Britain, Connecticut with my mom, dad, 
grandma and our 2 dogs, Charlie and Adele. I 
began training Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu (BJJ) with team 
Underdog MMA in February 2021. I started off as a 
White Belt after several years  of hard work, I have 
been promoted to Yellow Belt. I have two big 
Dreams: one is to make it to the UFC as a mixed 
martial artist. Another, my biggest dream, is to 
earn my way up to a Red Belt in BJJ. I will 
accomplish these dreams by continuing to 
improve my BJJ skills and by competing more 
often, in different states and countries. A long-
term Goal I have is to become a coach so that one 
day, I can teach martial arts to kids and adults. My 
current Challenges appear when I compete. When 
I enter tournaments, there are always some 

opponents that are faster or more skilled than me. 
I work hard to overcome these challenges by 
focusing on my own skills and training. I have 
been able to accomplish several big 
Achievements during my time as a martial artist. I 
have had many 1st and 2nd place finishes in 
several tournaments. Due to my hard work and 
dedication, I was also allowed to train with the 
teenagers in advanced classes, which led me to 
receiving 2 promotions within just 1 year. This is 
very uncommon. 

I'm very proud to be training with some of the 
best teammates at my gym. I would also like to 
take this time to thank my amazing coaches: 
Johnny Lopez, Diogo Araujo and Samantha Ayala. 
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My Name is Jimmy Fields and I train at Top Martial 
Arts in Rock Hill SC & Charlotte NC . I usually train 
5 days of the week with both the Kids and adults . 
I started out doing Karate when I was 8 yrs old and 
reached the rank of green belt , 2yrs ago I 
switched to Ju jitsu since then I started doing 
tournaments . I have done over 20 and have won 
70 matches . Right now I am a gray/black belt with 

2 stripes and I am training to go to PANS Kids in 
July . Right now my biggest goal is to win gold at 
PANS but if I don't I will keep training to get better. 
My main goal is to get my black belt in Ju Jitsu and 
make a career out of fighting . 

Photos Credits: My Father 
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