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Shaw 

anything is possible if you're willing to put in the 
work. 

So here's to the dreamers, the believers, the ones 
who refuse to be bound by convention. Here's to 

the pursuit of D1 glory – in football, in track, and in 
life. The journey continues, and I wouldn't have it 
any other way. 

Photos Credits: Mom 
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place for myself among the top 50 athletes in all 
my track events. From the Jr. Olympics to the 
MFFCA 12u Super Bowl for D2, I've tasted success 
and felt the sweet satisfaction of a hard-fought 
win. 

But my journey is far from over. With each race, 
each game, each opportunity to step onto the 
field, I'm one step closer to realizing my dreams of 
playing at the highest level. The pursuit of D1 
excellence is a marathon, not a sprint, and I'm in it 
for the long haul. 

As I stand at the crossroads of my athletic career, 

I'm filled with a sense of purpose and 
determination. The road ahead may be tough, but 
I'm ready to meet the challenge head-on. With 
passion in my heart and fire in my soul, I'll 
continue to push myself to new heights, never 
losing sight of the ultimate goal – to make it to the 
pros in both sports. 

In the end, it's not just about the wins and losses, 
the rankings and accolades. It's about the journey 
– the highs and the lows, the triumphs and the 
setbacks. It's about the relentless pursuit of 
greatness, the unwavering commitment to 
excellence, and the unshakeable belief that 
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Ayden 
Valentin 

My name is Ayden Valentin. I am 9 years old. I have 
played flag football, 7 on 7 pylon football and 
Tackle football. Recently we just completed our 
tackle season and we won Hawaii State 
Championship then went on to Regionals in Maui 
and won that too! I was the Quarterback but I also 
play Wide Reciever and Defensive Back. My 
number is 18 and I wear it with pride. I want to 

continue developing and getting better to 
eventually get Into a great college program and 
after become a Pro and represent my Island of 
Hawaii. 

Photos Credits: Photos thanks to my Dad Gabriel 
Valentin 

ATHLETESMAGAZINE.com    | 61

Xavier 
Shaw 

Of course, no journey worth taking comes without 
its fair share of obstacles. For me, one of the 
biggest challenges has been the constant 
comparison to other athletes. It's all too easy to 
get caught up in the numbers, the rankings, and 
the achievements of my peers. But I've learned to 

turn that pressure into fuel, using it to drive me 
forward rather than hold me back. 

Along the way, I've had my fair share of victories – 
both on the track and on the field. In Florida, where 
competition is fierce, I've managed to carve out a 



60 |   ATHLETESMAGAZINE.com

As an athlete with big dreams, I Xavier have always 
aimed high. My ultimate goal? To play Division 1 in 
not just one, but two sports. It's a challenge I've 
willingly embraced, driven by a relentless pursuit 
of excellence and a passion for both football and 
track. 

Setting my sights on the lofty heights of collegiate 
athletics, I've committed myself to the grind, 
pouring sweat and determination into every 
practice session, every game, and every race. The 
road to D1 isn't an easy one, but it's a journey I'm 
more than willing to undertake. 
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My name is Xavier Ortiz, I am 11 years old and in 
the 5th grade. I am from Thornton, Colorado. I play 
QB for the Northern Hurricanes and we play in 
JYFA . I have been playing QB for the past 6 years, 
I love everything about it. I play QB because my 
older brother played it and was the best, I watched 
him and fell in love with the position. My older 
brother has taught me a lot about the position 
along with my Dad and QB Coach Steve Fairchild. I 
wear #8 on the field for my big brother. My dreams 
are to be the best and make it to the NFL. One of 

my goals is to make my Bloodline proud of me and 
my accomplishments. Another one of my goals is 
to make it to /college Football and beyond to the 
NFL. A goal i always have for myself is to get better 
everyday, which is why I work so hard. I was named 
Offensive MVP by my team and coaches for the 
past 3 years and a team captain for the same. I play 
Football because I love it and want to be the best, 
I play QB because of the pressure. Pressure creates 
Diamonds! 
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I started playing soccer at the age of 4 
recreationally. I love the sport since then and was 
always a fierce player. At the age of 7 I started a 
pre travel program through McLean soccer and last 
spring I joined McLean u9 girls on the green team 
which is the top team. I also started to play the 

futsal this past winter. Thought in10sity, i felt in 
love with the game. I practice every day and never 
seem to get tired  of extra practice rain or sun, I am 
there. I am inspired by the us players Sophia smith  
and Alex Morgan. I  dream of being a professional 
soccer player one day. 
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My name is Penelope Rose, I am 9 years, and a 
cheerleader at Cheer Passion in Chapin South 
Carolina. I have cheered here for 2 years and I am 
currently on the Emeralds team. Cheerleading has 
helped me break out of shell, try new things, be 

confident, and push myself to be better. It has 
helped me focus and make great friends. 
Cheerleading is fun but also teaches discipline, 
and concentration! 
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My name is, Carter Chappell 
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My name is Parker Bell I am an 11 year old quarter 
back.  I live in forney texas, and graduate in 2031.  
I started playing football when I was 4 years old, 
but I transitioned to QB position 3 years ago.   My 
dream right now would be to play my position in 
high school and maybe even college, but I have 

learned to set short term goals to achieve a 
greater end result.  That means I strive my best to 
just be 1% better, ever single day I train. I love 
competition and I love all my teammates.  I hope 
we all continue to push each other no matter what 
we do in life to always be 1% better every day. 

Parker 
Bell 
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Corbyn Lowrie is a 7th grade student athlete 
attending Clute Intermediate School in Clute,
Texas. He plays multiple sports with soccer being 
his favorite. In football he plays quarterback 
leading the Clute Cougars to a 4th place finish in 
the Gulf Coast League beating district rivals Lake 
Jackson and Freeport. Corbyn carries a 3.5 grade 

point average and participates in the school band 
as well. On his down time Corbyn loves to spend 
time with his family and support his big sister on 
her athletic journey. Corbyn is a great student 
athlete on and off the field. 

Photos Credits: Jacqueline Lowrie 
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My name is Mason Brindle. I have been playing 
soccer since I could walk. My favorite things to do 
besides soccer are playing fortnight, watching 
YouTubeYouTube videos and hanging out with 
friends. I have also played in the Lou Ramos 

Classic tournament and Morris Elite Tournament. 
Now a days, I am enjoying my spring break and 
spending days like a lazy crocodile. Currently, I am 
10 years old and I dream to represent my nation in 
the coming years. 
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My name is Ellianah Woods I’m 9 years old will be 
10 in April and am from Chattanooga, TN. I’ve been 
playing soccer since I was 4 years old. I remember 
trying other sports like competitive cheer, but once 
my foot kicked the soccer ball, I knew that I loved it. 
Since then I have grown as a player in many ways. 
I’ve learned how to be a team player, how to 
communicate on the field during play, and I’ve even 
learned that hard work does pay off. My mom and 
dad support me in all that I do. They are always 
pushing me to do my best and always tell me things 
I do well, things I can work on, and to also have fun. 
I love it when they tell me that I’m a “BEAST”.  

Right now I’m on a select soccer team, I have a 
personal coach,  a foot-skills session, and I just 
started futsal for the first time. It is a lot to keep up 
with and sometimes I do get tired, but I just remind 
myself of what my goals and dreams are. My 
ultimate dream is to make it to the Women’s 
National Soccer Team. I know that that isn’t easy, 
which is what motivates me to keep working as 
hard as I do. I was recently invited to The Soccer 
Youth All American Super Cup in Round Rock, Texas. 
My team didn’t get to the championship, but I now 
have a solid group of friends from all around the 
country, I was coached well, and left the 
tournament a better player than I came. A few goals 
I have right now are getting back to a Soccer Youth 
Tournament and to win not only the championship, 
but also the Lock Down Defender award. Some 
other goals I have are being able to juggle 30 times 
in a row with both feet, learning the Around the 
World, and continuing to build power to my shot.  

Even though I have these goals and have been able 
to do some pretty cool things like Round Rock, 
Texas, there are some things that are hard. 
Sometimes I’m not confident in myself. My parents, 
friends and family help me with that though. One 
time my friends and family  FaceTimed me before a 
big game to encourage me and to remind me not to 
be afraid, believe in myself, and to play hard.  Their 
encouragement really did help me. Something else 
that’s hard for me is that I’m not the fastest. I plan to 
really work on my speed and agility, which starts 
with Futsal.  

If anyone out there struggles with confidence or is 
training really hard to achieve their goals I’d like to 
tell them one of my favorite quotes, “Hard work 
beats talent, when talent doesn’t work hard.” 
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Javion Jamarcus Donley is a 7th grade student 
athlete attending Clute Intermediate School in 
Clute, Texas. He plays multiple sports with 
basketball being his favorite. On the football field 
he was the starting defensive tackle finishing the 
season with 27 solo tackles, 6 sacks, & 2 forced 
fumbles. On the basketball court Javion is a force 

on offense and defense. When Javion gets older 
he wants to be a professional athlete and 
musician. He maintains a 3.0 grade point average 
and a great student on and off the court. 

Photos Credits: James Heard 
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My name is Estefani I play for BVB 2013g team and 
my dream is to be a famous soccer player for team 
USA and to meet my favorite soccer players 
Mbappè and Ronaldo. My goal is to score 2 goals 
each game and win the current league my team in. 
What I achieved so far is a double hat trick in 
league qualifying play and getting better with my 

skills I’m learning during practice. I love playing 
1v1 with my younger brother at home every as we 
help each other get better. My challenges are 
overcoming nerves while on the pitch. 

Photos Credits: Parents 
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My name is Giavanna and I am 8 years old and an 
elite level 1 cheerleader. I am on team Royalty 
(Mini level 1) and this is my second season 
cheering. My biggest achievement is being placed 
in advanced level 2 tumbling classes. I am working 
on some level 3 skills and I was excited to land an 
aerial. My short term goal is be a flyer next season 

and long term goals are to be on a level 5 or 6 
cheer team and go on to cheer on the collegiate 
level. 

Photos Credits: Intrepid Photography and Giant 
Pixel Photography 
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