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My name is Zailey. I am about to be 11. I started 
Rec cheer at age 4 and now starting my third year 
of competitive cheer.  

I have worked so hard to get to where I am today. I 
usually spend 6-7 days at the gym and would live 
there if I could. In my first year of competitive 
cheer learned up to level three tumbling skill. I 
spent this last year on a junior team as a flyer and 

that has been my greatest joy this season. Not 
only do I work hard in cheer to be the best I can be 
but I ask make sure at school I am equally working 
hard. I am apart of the leadership team at school 
and have big dreams.  

I am Zailey and I absolutely love cheer. 

Photos Credits: Mom 
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RT Productions 

My name is Annie, I am 8 years old and I 
am an All-Star Cheer athlete for Magic 
Valley Elite All-Star Cheer. I started in 
gymnastics when I was 4 years old then 
my mom took me to a football game and 
I seen the cheerleaders and knew right 
away i wanted to be a cheerleader to. At 
6 I moved on to football cheer, we were 
able to attend some competitions and I 
fell in love with competitive cheer. I 
loved watching the athletes do their 
amazing stunts and knew what I wanted 
to do next. 

My tumbling instructor Joe and my 
coaches Nancy and Sara have taught me I 
am capable of anything they encouraged 
me to find the greatness inside myself, 
never give up and push through 
whatever mental or physical road block I 
come across.  

I had a mental block a few months ago, I 
had a hard time doing my 
backhandspring without a spot, my 
coaches and tumbling instructor worked 
me through my mental block and I kept 
telling myself I got this. When I finally 
landed my backhandspring with no spot 
I knew I could accomplish anything I 
wanted and that it really matters what 
we tell ourselves. Now I can't stop its one 
of my favorite skills. I was proud of 
myself for not giving up and working 
hard daily to accomplish my goal. 

I was on a youth level 1 team as a flyer 
last season and am currently working on 
level 2-3 stunts and skills heading into 
the '23-'24 cheer season. I am excited to 
continue learning and growing as an 
athlete, pouring my heart out on the mat 
everytime. Even when I go home I 
practice tumbling on my tumble track. 

My favorite place to be is in the gym with 
my friends/teammates/coaches and I 
look forward to making it to collegiate 
level and then worlds. 

Photos Credits: Rachel Black, Crow Fox 
Photography and RT Productions 
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My name is Vincent Butler.  I am 8 years old and 
love to play the game of hockey.  Hockey has 
always been in my life since day one since my dad 
played professionally.  The biggest piece of advice 
my dad gives me is to shoot 100 pucks a day and 
to always have fun playing.  I believe every little 
kid who plays hockey dreams of making it to the 
NHL.  My dad since he was little worked towards 
that dream and it came true for him so I’m hoping 
one day I’ll make it there too.  My goal in hockey is 

to always be better than the season before and 
play for a D1 college one day.  There’s always 
challenges in hockey.  Some days I have a good 
game and show up and play like I know how or 
some games I know I could of done better.  Just 
being consistent every game is what challenges 
me.  I love the game of hockey and being 
surrounded by great coaches and my teammates! 

Photos Credits: Lisa Butler 
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About me: 

My name is Antwan Brown Jr. My 
family and friends call me AJ or 
“Big Dawg” on the field.  

I live with my mom and dad and 
my two brothers in Columbus.  

I enjoy playing football and 
basketball.  

My 9U team Pickerington Elite 
was ranked nationally and we 
were undefeated in our city. We 
won d1 city championship and 
d1 state championship.  

My goal for 10U is to go all the 
way to nationals!! 

I am currently playing a spring 
football league, legacy ducks 

I am very excited to announce 
that i was chosen to represent 
my city/state in this year’s Battle 
Ground Showcase in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. I will be 
sharing this platform with some 
of the BEST talent in the country. 

When I grow up I plan to play for 
The Ohio State University. After 
college, my goal is to play in the 

NFL for the Baltimore Ravens. 
One of my favorite players is 
Lamar, Jackson.   

I am a leader in my school! I am 
an honor roll student and hold a 
4.0 GPA. School and grades are 
very important to me as well as 
football. I was nominated this 
year for the “scholar athlete of 
the year award” for my city’s 
football league. I strive for 
greatness and to be a leader on 
and off of the field. 
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Hey my name is Paisley I am 8 years old I cheer at 
Magic Valley Elite Cheer. I started tumbling when I 
was two, and I danced for a couple of years but 
found my love for cheer. My coaches Nancy 
Gildersleeve and Sara Weber have inspired me to 
work hard and have encouraged me to push 
myself to the next level. I am incredibly blessed to 
be able to go out on that mat and put everything 
that I have into that 2 min and 30 second routine. 

I love my coaches and my teammates. I was on two 
teams this year and have learned so much that I 
will carry on into every season. I have the best 
support system and girl could ask for I have a tribe 
of people that support and love me and can’t wait 
to see what the next season brings. 

Photos Credits: Jessica Beebe and Crow Fox 
Photography 
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Brandon is a student athlete 
who resides on the east side of 
Columbus Ohio. Favorite sports 
are football and soccer. He 
hopes to make it professionally 
in the future. He takes his 
education very serious and is an 

A and B student. Brandon 
nicknamed Bruiser is very 
determined and will work as 
hard as he can to accomplish any 
goal he puts his mind too. He’s a 
team caption on his football 
team n is working to help him 

and his teammates gain national 
recognition and also earn a 
national championship in 
football. Favorite football play is 
Bo Jackson and wants to attend 
Alabama University for college. 



18 |   UPCOMING ATHLETES.com

Brandon 
Evans 

UPCOMING ATHLETES.com | 47



46 |   UPCOMING ATHLETES.com

Olivia 
Overlin 

My name is Olivia! I am going 
into my 6th year of all star cheer 
this upcoming season! I am a 
flyer and absolutely love this 
sport, I love to mess around and 
learn new skills including basing 
techniques! My dream one day 

is to graduate high school early, 
at 16, and cheer for TVCC and 
then move on to a worlds team 
once I’m 18! Ultimately I want to 
become a world class 
choreographer and create 
winning routines for the biggest 

names teams!! I have already 
choreographed multiple 
routines on my own just for fun!! 
I love all things cheer and 
practice as much as possible to 
become the best that I can be!! 
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My name is Carter Bilbrew and I am a current 8u 
football player out of Nashville, Tn with goals of 
becoming a professional football player. My 

favorite NFL player is Justin Jefferson. 

Photos Credits: My mother Courtney Baugh 
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Dezmenn 
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My name is Dezmenn Skelton Jr i am 9 years old in 
the 3rd grade i am a good student and i love 
football my position are 1st RB,DN,LB,safety and 
many more my goals are to finish school continue 
to get good grades and graduate and go off to 
college to be a professional football player my 
dream is to become a professional football player 
that’s what i love to do my achievements are i 

made top 5 all city and i have many awards and 
trophies my challenges are not making my family 
proud so I’m going to keep pushing and staying 
focused on becoming a professional football 
player one day 

Photos Credits: My mom she takes all my photos 
and a few from my uncle 
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Mekhi 
Smith 

My name is Mekhi Smith and I am 11 years old. I 
play football for the Brooklyn Saints Elite 
American football team.  

Some of my achievements, i have alot of awards 
for playing football and 2 championship rings. I 
was MVP a few times and people like the way I 
play football 

My goal is to be a famous football player like 

Lamar Jackson or Pat Mahomes. I just have to work 
hard in school and at football. My dad keeps 
saying NFL would be nice but he want me to get to 
go to college first and maybe for free. 

My only challenge my dad says is me that I get in 
my own way of being great. I have to push in 
school the same way I do when i play football. 

Photos Credits: @k7pvproduction & my parents 
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My name is Jack Wu. I’m from 
China. My dad is Chinese, and 
my mom is Mongolian. I’m a 
hockey player and defenseman, 
and my current winter team is 
Junior Canadians. I participated 

in many hockey tournaments, 
including the Brick tournament 
with the Bulldogs and the Best 
of Best with the Toronto team. I 
love playing hockey, and I’m 
confident when I play in hockey 

games. My strength is slap shots 
and leading teammates. My 
dream is to be an NHL player. 

Photos Credits: Agree 
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My Name is LaShayla Wright-
Ponder, I am from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. I graduated with my 
Bachelor’s of Science of Criminal 
Justice in 2020, and currently 
working on obtaining my Master’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice. I am 
also currently playing professional 
basketball. So far, I have played in 
Australia, Serbia, and Germany. My 
dream is to either continue to play 
professional basketball or play in 
the WNBA. 

Photos Credits: Yes 

LaShayla 
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My name is Jayden Pettersen I’m  
seven years hold  

And I love hockey my dream is to 
play one day in de National 
Hockey Ligue I would also like to 

be a part of my best team 
(Boston Bruins) 

My idol are Brad Marchand #63 

Apart winning a few trophies  

my next challenge is to 
prepared myself Edmonton 
BRICKS tournament and after 
having a chance to play AAA 
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